
WTTH McCORMICKS DIVORCED, DUAL ROMANCE IS HINTED;
OPERA SINGER AND YOUNG PSYCHO-ANALYST MENTIONED

OPERA STAR
MAY MARRY
FINANCIER
Madame Canna Walska,
Mysterious Polish
Singer, Now in Paris
Seeking Freedom
From Alexander
Smith Cochran.

DIVIDED by a divorce decree
after twenty-six years of
marriage Mr. and Mrs.

Harold F. McCbmick remain to¬
day th« cynosure of argus-eyed
American society. From coast to
.oast every social gathering brings
forth the questions:
"Whom will He marry

nowF
"Whom will She tyarry
That both win re-meriy is eon-

sidered highly probable, and that
ene ot the divorced couple will do
eo is set down as a certainty by
close friends who have followed the
extraordinary romance between the
president of the International Har-
vester Company and the daughter
Of John D. Rockefeller from Its
budding to its blighting.
Else why. ask the wise ones, was

the divorce so amiably agreed to.
when a mere separation would hav·
seemed almost aa suitable tor two
persone, both pest the prime of life
and with three children?
WILL BOTH REMARR1

B9s· why was the whole proceed¬
ing conducted so noiselessly from
ths filing of the original complaint
to the handing down of the decree?
Else why was every effort exerted,
and with such success, to make the
action swift and painless, so that
Mr. McCormick did not even appear
in court. Mrs McCormick was not
even cross-examined, and the final
papers granting her a divorce were

signed forty-five minutes after the
opening of the trie! in Chicago?
That either ot the McCormlcks

would hav« opposed to the ultimate
extreme say attempt of the other to
obtain freedom unless there was m.·

t
tuai benefit Is 'conceded by those
Who are in close touch with the
family. Since Mr. McCormick made
no settlement of record on his wife
end permitted her to gain a divorce
with only the semblance of a con¬

test. It is deduced generally that
both expected to gain considerable
by th· decree in the future.
TWO ROMANTIC FK.IRKS.
Through the haze of dubiety that

settled over the McCormlcks' sepa¬
rate sundered careers as the decree
was signed two romantic figures
were vaguely outlined.Canna Wal
ska, ths mysterious Polish soprano,
who was developed by Mr. McCor¬
mick for the Chicago Opera Com¬
pany, and Edwin Krenn, the young
Austrian architect and psycho¬
analyst, who has become Mrs. Mc-
Cormlck's personal secretary and
confidant. That these strange fig¬
ures will exert even a stronger in¬
fluence In the future than they have

In tho pest on the Uves of the Mc¬

Cormlcks Is looked on as a foregone
conclusion.
Oenna *W.ska is in Parts now,

preparing for e divorce from Alex¬

ander Smith Cochran, "the carpet
king of America." It would aur-

priae no one familiar with French
marital methods if a divorce had
already been greeted there, for It

haa frequently happened in the last
decede that Americans have ob¬
tained secret divorcee In Paris and
have kept the fact from public no¬

tice for meny months.
CO-lncidentally. Mme. Walsk.-i's

counsel. Dudley Field Malone, and
his bride, Doris Stevena. are also in

Paris Just now. Society expects that
this divorce will develop awiftly now

that the McCormlcks are »officially
(read ot their matrimonial fetters.

esJA society will be sstonlshed if the
harvester maa-nirate does not lead the
_tr, temperamental, exotic Pole to

the .tar.or, at leset, to a justice ot
the peeee.
NOT A BREATH OF SCANDAL.
Meantime there Is seen in the

methods pursued In the McCormick
divorce an object lesson for all other

hopelessly mismated couples of
prominence. The disorganization of

th· family was carried out on pneu¬
matic tires so *o apeak, without the

honking of a horn, without the glare
of publicity and without violating a

single traffic law or attracting a

crowd.
At 11 "04 o'clock on Wednesdsy

morning, Mrs. McCormick filed a

hill of complaint asking for s di¬

vorce in ths superior court of Chi¬

cago, charging her husband with de¬
sertion.
The proceedings came unheralded.

The session of court hsd been idle
for sn hour when Mrs. McCormick
entered the room. »She was accnm

panied by taro household servants,
who served ss her witness-·*, and
bar lawyer·. Shs took the stand Im

Two charming portraits of Mme. Gonna Walska, the mysterious Polish opera singer, whose matrimonial adventures have been the talk of two·continents.
She is now seeking a Paris divorce from Alexander Cochran.

Harold F. McCormick
and Mme. Ganna Walska
in fancy costume as they
were photographed at a

masquerade in Chicago.
mediately and told her atory with
out emotion.

Mrs. McCormick waa dressed en¬

tirely In black, except for the fur
trimming upon her coat. She wore
a flat black hat with sweeping black
plumes. She wore a long black coat
and black gloves. Round pearl ear¬

drop« were the only Jewels apparent.
She spoke In a subdued voice and
kept her hands clasped.
"Your name?" Charlea C. Cut-

ting, her attorney, began the for¬
mal questioning.

"Edith Rockefeller McCormick,"
she answered.

DESERTED, SHE NAYS.
She continued her complaint for¬

mally and unemotionally. She said:
"I waa married to Harold Mc¬

Cormick on November 26, 1895.
Three children born of the mar¬
riage are living. They are Harold
Fowler, Jr., Muriel and Mathilde,
Mr. McCormick deserted me In Zu¬
rich, Switzerland, where I waa then
living, on May 27, 1918."

..Did he tell you hia reason?"
Attorney Cutting asked.
"He did not."
"Was there any reason?'· the at¬

torney continued.
"There was not. He never re¬

turned to me since then."
Witnesses for the plaintiff met

only the requirements of the law in
number. They were Miss Ella
Buckel. Mrs. McOormlck'e personal
maid, and Mrs. Louise Beley, a do¬
mestic ln her household.
Miss Buckel related that she had

been ln Mrs. McCormlck'a employ
since 1910 «nd that she had been
with her constantly during her re¬
cent elRht years' residence In Zurich.

"T)o you recall anything that hap¬
pened on Muy 27. ISIS. In Zurich?"
Mr. t'hiiins «ski·«! her.

"Mr. McCormick went away."
"Have you ever eeen hkm aince?"

I %\n\wm> ih ··

??. Harold F. McCormick, who ha« just won a decree
in Chicago.

"Tee. In Zurich twice, ta the
Hotel Bauer Au Lac, where we ware

living."
"Did Mr. McCormick stay at that

hotel?"
MAID TESTIFIES.
"He had a room In the hotel, but

not In Mrs. McCormlck's apart¬
ment." the muid anawer«*d.
She further relsted that she re¬

turned with her mistress on her
recent voyage back to New Tork,

that Mra. MoCormick'c quarters
were removed from thoae of her
huaband and that he had never oc¬

cupied rooma in the home at No.
1000 Lake Shore Drive since Mra
McCormick had returned to It.
Mra Beley atated that she had

worked for Mra. McCormick alnce
1907. flret In Chicago ??·1 aftei in
Switzerland. She corro!. »ted the
account of Mlaa Buckel concerning
McCormick« departure from hla
wife Ih Zurich, three year« ago

Alexander Cochran
"Did he ever come back?" Mr.

Cutting quizzed her.
"Tea, to visit, but never as her

husband," Mrs. Beley eaid.
At thia point Judge McDonald In¬

terpolated his only question during
the procedure. He asked:
"That separation was entirely

without fault on Mrs. McCormick'«
part, was it not?"

"Entirely," the witness answered.
Mra. McCormick hurried from the

courtroom after the decree was

granted. She refused to be Inter¬
viewed.
EIGHT TEARS ABROAD.
Mra. McCormick returned to th«

United States from Europe late In
September after an exile of eight
years from America. She .was wel¬
comed ln New Tork as the daughter
of America's richest man. Her hus¬
band was at the pier. But he did
not go with her Into the country
to visit her father. They went to
Chicago from New Tork on «eparate
traina. On her arrival Mrs. Mc¬
Cormick denied she contemplated
divorce.
"Nothing Is further from my mind

than divorce," she was quoted aa

saying. "I saw Mr. McCormick
three times in Zurich, two weeks
ago and we had aome pleasant
conversation«

"I am a psychologist and I be¬
lieve in freedom of action. I am

very human and think It is a bcau-
ilful Idea If tw > people enjoy each
other's society and If on·· CAM help
the other, thst they should !*¦ per
mltted to do so."
The patha of Mr. McCormick and

Mrs. McCormick continued parallel.
!_ch maintained individual support
of the Chicago Opera Company,
which for many years they had held
«s a hobby. Rumors of a contem¬
plated divorce persisted. McCor¬
mick finally admitted that he and
Mrs. McCormick had parted.
Two subdued features of the di¬

vorce proceeding are attracting con¬

siderable attention, as the cese Is
reviewed now. The first is that
Mr. McCormick, While denying the
specific charge of desertion, admit¬
ted In papers filed that he had been
apart from his wife during the
period mentioned.
NO Kl MM. ON CHILDREN.
The second Important point was

that no reference was made to the

future of the children, either by the

witnesses or by the court.snd
none of the children was present at
the proceeding. It Is believed that
Muriel and Harold, at least, will
stand with their father, while
Mathilda Is expected to go with
ths mother. But no judicial rul¬

ing on the custody of the chil¬
dren was made by the court.

Justice McDonald, after signing
the decree, declared that he knew
nothing of .any settlement, and
added that slnoe both parties to the
action were Immensely wealthy no

settlement hsd been considered
necessary.

Mr. M< Cornil«-k. who did not ai>

? a in «nur whs ii!s·» reported '<i

bs absent frena h' office, und i>ia

ewretsry slnt.il that no questions
concerning the divorce could be an-

Bwered or even aubmltted to tbe
"defendant."
Aside from future matrimonial de¬

velopments, the next indication that
¦ he public will get of conditions in
the McCormick family will be
ihrough the occurrences in the Chi¬
cago Opera Company, of which Mary
Garden la now director. Thla or¬

ganisation has been aubaidtzed by
both Mr. and Mrs. McCormick. but
it baa been understood for years
that the wife'a investment waa far
heavier than that of her husband.
WALSKA'S ROLE IN DRAMA.
Those, closely ln touch with Chi¬

cago opera assert confidentially
(hat if Mr. McCormick ia to con¬

tinue to finance any part of the

coatly project It will be only on one

condition, and that is that Walska
will be given an opportunity to ap¬
pear, preferably in "Zaza".that re

markable work in which she regis¬
tered a complete (allure a year ago.

It was this melodramatic crash
that precipitata, in the opinion cf
the wiseacres, first the Cochran di¬
vorce proceedings and, secondly, the
McCormick open break. For, to
paraphrase the Celtic song, wher¬
ever there has been Ganna there
haa been trouble since the my.«

terloua alnger r»me .to thla country
from parta only conjectured nearly
ten years ago. She is the stormy
petrel of the musical world, beauti¬
ful and daring aa a petrel, and, ac¬

cording to critica, with compara¬
tively the aame lack of vocal ac-

complishmenta, though she is oh-
Bftaaed by the belief that she can

rival the greatest of aopranoa.
The one outstanding exception ia

Harold F. McCormick. who In the
long absence of his wife haa domi¬
nated the destinies of the Chicago
Opera Company. While communing
with her counsel In Paris and pre¬
paring for the divorce from Coch¬
ran, Mme. Walska la undergoing
strenuous coaching and endless re¬

hearsing preliminary to another In¬
vaden of American opera.

lt Is one of the Ironies of the si:
itatlon that, It WHS Harold McCoi
mtrh who Intrndw cd hoi to tba
man she mani ? when sil ihr«,
were fellow-passengers M Hit·
Aqultanta. At that time the Yonk
era carpet millionaire was Amari

WIFE SEEN
OFTENWITH
SECRETARY

Mrs. McCormick las
Taken Beep Interest
in New Science

-Social
Aid Is Faddist.

ca's wealthiest bachelor and ths
harvester magnate was more or
lees encumbered with a wife. So
Mme. Walska married the New
Yorh bachelor, and despite this ths
Chiosco benedict did not permit
his interest to wane.

MADAME'8 CAREER.
Mme. Walska originally attempt¬

ed to break into American music
via Hammeratein's Music Hall, the
old Victoria, on Forty-second etreet,
where she appeared in an Oriental
sketch and failed to score. Soon
after her engagement was announc¬
ed and broken to a Brooklyn bach¬
elor. Then she was wed to Dr.
Joseph Frankel. the distinguished
specialist on nervous diseases, who
died soon afterward, leaving her
a magnificent house and the bulk
of his estate. Their marriage was
a rapid-fire romance, with the cli¬
max an elopement and a ceremony
in secret before a Westchester Jus¬
tice of the peace.
Mme. Walska had told the world

hat she was the wife of a Ger¬
man military officer, Baron Arcadie
d'Eingorn. She wept over a cable
gram ahe said she received, telling
of his death in the Masurian cam

paig-n, when Hlndenberg hit the
Russian line. But when she mar¬
ried Dr. Frankel ahe said she
knew not whether the baron was
living or dead, but that she had
besn divorced from him in St.
Petersburg. When asked where her
divorce decree waa ahe naively ex
plained that ahe had loat It. Neither
her father nor mother, as she stat-
.<1 in her application for a mar
.age license, bore the name of
latina or Walska, and she offered

. no extftanation of her own posses¬
sion of it.
Soon after her husband's death,

.-.he attempted "Thaia" in Havana
and failed disastrously. She sued
the Impresario who had engaged
ber and he sued or threatened to
sue In return, and the case never
reached a public conclusion.
SHE MARRIES COCHRAN.
Then came the meeting and the

marriage with Cochran in Paris and
her return alone to try "Zaza,"
which caused Conductor Marinuzz:
to throw his baton up in disgust and
¦luit the orchestra. Came then the
dramatic demand of Mr. McCormick
that the singer be permitted to play
the role in public and while It ws^threatening to dlarupt the whole
company Walska took flight for
Europe and Mary Garden emerged
from the chana at the head of the
company.
Mme. Walska's prodigality with

money may be indicated by her
answer to newspapermen who en
countered her nt the pier and asked
for an explanation of the "Zaza" de
bacie. She replied:

i would not make a statement
for $1.000.000."
And as none of the reporters près

.m was able to bid above the figur.
no statement was forthcoming. Iti
an early interview she expressed
her Renerai contempt for men
which she had frequently reiterated
In this form:
"American men fall far short of

the ideal as lovers or husbands!
My husband must be my slaVe. 'ml
II is hard to fimi men in America
who are willing to be slues. Mus
bands are hindrance«, to ar*. They
.jet in the way. Even ¦ fiance Is
bad!"
And this is Walska epitomised »-

completely as She has revealed h*T
philosophy of the heart.
MRS. MTORMHKS ROMAM'K.
So much for the woman wlirse

neme is most frequently linked by
posslp in and out <»f society with
that of Harold F. McCormick. A«
for Mrs. McCormick. a tar differ lit
environment of tli ¦ past snd pre¬
sumably of the futur«· is conJ«ctltre»l.
On the stand Mrs. McCormick ·>·

serted that she and hsr husband had
not lived together since May 27.
1918. lira, McCormick was then
ensconsed In Zurich. Switzerland,
ending the fifth veal . f her volun¬
tary exile from America.

It was on this May >la> in liM""
that Harold McCormick found him¬
self "out of rapport'" with Mi wife.
This spiritimi alienation l>ecame
more and more marked, particularly
after Mrs. McCormick (from Rill
hood a forceful original character
with the "power complex" always in
? he H«i-endeney» embarked ui>on new
...? .'..rir,.r p, ter1m*nta synthetic'
lisyeholoTy.
? ·¦ expe*-|l1ic'its inrlni'i-il a '[nn

'
·¦!·;. I I <UI i'l > Of l'l

», ,-.j of; c o Html} «. ·,
lit N,. ? attenti iicur Zurich. Mr·,
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